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W\féﬁtﬁarden combines the warmth of Italian
08 talit and contemporary taste. darc speaks to
aniela Colli and lighting designer Chris Fox on
haw they captured the spirit of Italy in the 1960s.
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The blueprint for VyTA restaurant aspires to promote a new style of
fine food, one that fuses Italian gourmet cuisine and contemporary
design, whilst also drawing on the Italian design culture of the 60s.
Part of a broader redevelopment and regeneration program in Covent
Garden that intends to shift the area from a tourist destination into

a lively and upbeat corner of the city, harking back to its hedonistic
reputation in the 60s, the project also has the parallel ambition of
acting as & brand ambassador of the "Made in Italy” program, with the
aim of promoting Italian design around the world.

Achieving these lofty ambitions was by no means a quick, nor easy
task, and required three years of diligent work and design. “| personally
followed every step of the whole process,” Daniela Colli, founder of the
architectural firm ColliDanielaArchitteto, tells darc. “From the location
selection, to the relationship with the landlord, to the request for
building permits and the final realisation”

This gives some impressions of the humble origins of the project,

and the obstacles to overcome. The fact it was located within the
East Tower of the Covent Tower, a renowned Grade |l listed building,
meant there were also a number of legislative and bureaucratic
measures to take into consideration. Colli describes some of the
greatest achievements as the conversion of the lower floor, which had
been used as a storage room for the shops at the upper level, into "an
intimate and welcoming environment - converting the fragmented
ambience into a fluid space thanks to the dynamic design of the floor,
composed of over 7000 marble rhombi and half diamonds.”

The rhombus remains central to establishing the 60s Italian tone
within the building, with geometric stylisations inspired by the artwork
of futurist painter Giacama Balla.

The lighting of the restaurant was designed to be adaptable to
occasion and need, and is managed by an automated system. Colli
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Every. Angle. Covered.

Moto-Flap’s diversified light beam adjusts in the directions
chosen according to the various project requirements. The
formalighting app powered by CASAMBI, enables users to
remotely open and angle Moto-Flap up to 20° and rotate it 360°,
generating an infinite combination of lighting effects. The same

www.formalighting.com

app controls the dimming and the full spectrum LED
Maoto- Flap Is a lamp designed in a basic, circular and sculptural

form, which resembles a misaligned truncated cone, that is filled
with the most advanced technology by MOTOLUX.

CASAMBI
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Vazzola (Treviso), historical manufacturing site of Linea Light Group
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ORIGINAL BTC

Specialists in the design & manufacture

of unique, timeless lighting.

Design Details

VY¥TA COVENT GARDEN, LONDON, UK

ARCHITECT & LIGHTING DESIGN:
COLLIDANIELAARCHITTETO

LIGHTING CIFIED: BESPOKE LEAF INSTALLATION
BY CHRIS FOX AT LUUM; VARIOUS FLOOR & WALL
FIXTURES FROM MMLAMPADARI
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