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All aboard for our fast-paced tour of the finest hotel openings, boats, planes and rolling stock setting the
agenda in the world of travel and hospitality.
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First among firsts
JAL and Lufthansa
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Best buns

Florence’s Santa Maria Novella train
station, a 1935 masterpiece of Italian
rationalist architecture, has recently turned
its First Class waiting room into a bakery
café that’s open to all travellers. There
Vyta, the seventh in this chain of small
patisseries to operate exclusively in Italy’s
main stations, serves high-quality but
affordable versions of Italian goodies —
paninis, pizza, croissants, coffee and wine
—in a bold and built-to-impress interior.

Inside it’s all copper and green marble
set against jade-coloured walls, all of
which is offset by antique touches such as
original 1930s photos and wood panelling.
The result is truly first-class. — LR
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