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All aboard for our fast-paced tour of the finest hotel openings, boats, planes and rolling stock setting the 
agenda in the world of travel and hospitality.

— A  M O N O C L E  S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  —

02
Strong case

The Hokkaido luggage 
brand that has us rethinking 

our Rimowa.

50 
Full Monti

An architecture duo 
scaling new heights of 

hospitality design.

39 
Snap decision

A German camera-maker 
comes good for style-conscious 

shutterbugs.

12
Aye Aye!

The airline captains with 
the best seat-side manner in 

the skies.

47 
Extra extra!

A Swiss newsstand operator 
presses ahead with a budding 

book business.



166 — issue 99
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01  Best rural pit stop
 Takaosanguchi Station, Japan

02  Smartest luggage
 Proteca

03 Best regional revival
 Trenitalia’s new stock, Italy

04  Best for in-flight sense of 
occasion

 Lufthansa’s tracht flights for 
Oktoberfest, Germany

05  Best hotel kitchen
 Il San Pietro di Positano, Italy

06  Best for lakeside luxury
 Seehotel Ambach, Italy

07  Best of the Med
 Lynx, Invictus and Riva yachts

08  Best short-haul Business 
Class service

 Air Serbia

09  Most innovative bookseller
 BooksActually, Singapore

10  Best onboard look: casual
 Loopwheeler, Reigning Champ, 

Auralee, Mismo, Ludwig Reiter, 
Begg & Co and Tudor

11  Who needs an app?
 Emirates’ printed timetable

12  Best on the mic
 Cathay Pacific captains

13  Best collaboration
 Qantas International First Lounge 

with Sofitel, Sydney

14  Most anticipated launch
 ÖBB’s Nightjet, Austria

15  Most ambitious small hotelier
 The Zetter Group, UK

16  Most refreshing independent
 Warehouse Hotel, Singapore

17  First among firsts
 JAL and Lufthansa

18  Best buns on the go
 Vyta, Florence

19  Best onboard look: smart
 B:Ming by Beams, Gitman Vintage, 

Tabio for Trunk Clothiers, Santoni, 
Persol, Vacheron Constantin, 
Rimowa

20  Sharpest new restaurant space
 Bills Ginza, Tokyo

21  Best whirlybird
 AW169

22  Best new city-centre hotel
 Marktgasse Hotel, Zürich

23  Best infrastructure investment
 Gotthard Base Tunnel, Switzerland

24  Sharpest station upgrades
 NS, The Netherlands

25  Best pick-me-ups
 BMW 7 Series, Lexus LS and 

Toyota Land Cruiser

26  Tastiest train fare
 SBB Plättli, Switzerland

27  Best in-flight menu
 Sasu Laukkonen for Finnair

28  Best Economy eats
 JAL’s Yoshoku meals from Shiseido 

Parlour on Japan-Honolulu routes

29  Most anticipated hotel opening
 Park Hyatt Bangkok

30  Most regrettable departure
 Tegel Airport, Berlin

31  Best for mile-high style
 Jac + Jack Travel Wear

32  Most anticipated train service
 East Japan Railway Shiki-Shima 

Train Suite

33  Most tasteful renovation
 Casa Caiadas, Portugal

34  Best hotel spa
 Susanne Kaufmann at São 

Lourenço do Barrocal, Portugal

35  Top onboard tipples 
 Mikkeler beer for SAS, De Kleine 

Schorre wine for KLM and 
Suntory’s Hibiki whiskey for ANA

36 Best bar nibble
 Caramel popcorn at the Fairmont 

Royal York, Toronto

37  Best Premium Economy
 Air Canada

38  Best hotel amenity
 Schloss Elmau Luxury Spa Retreat, 

Bavaria

39  Snappiest camera
 Leica Q

40  Favourite hotel concierge
 Toru Machida, The Savoy, London

41  Plushest platforms
 SBB, Zürich Hauptbahnhof

42  Best place to seal a book deal
 Jimmy’s Bar Hessischer Hof, 

Frankfurt

 43  Best for rediscovery
 Imperial Hotel, Japan

44  Best on-the-move workspaces
 Tokyo Metro, Japan

45  Best for contemplation with 
a coffee

 The garden at Ottmanngut, Italy

46  Better late than never
 Night Tube, London

47  Best newsstand operator
 Valora, Switzerland

48  Best airport addition
 Swiss’s outdoor lounge and terrace, 

Zürich

49  Best lounge
 Cathay Pacific’s Pier First Class 

lounge, Hong Kong International 
Airport

50  Best hotel architects
 Hotel Miramonti by Arch-Tara, 

Italy
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18
Best buns

Vyta, Florence

Florence’s Santa Maria Novella train 
station, a 1935 masterpiece of Italian 
rationalist architecture, has recently turned 
its First Class waiting room into a bakery 
café that’s open to all travellers. There 
Vyta, the seventh in this chain of small 
patisseries to operate exclusively in Italy’s 
main stations, serves high-quality but 
affordable versions of Italian goodies – 
paninis, pizza, croissants, coffee and wine 
– in a bold and built-to-impress interior. 

Inside it’s all copper and green marble 
set against jade-coloured walls, all of 
which is offset by antique touches such as 
original 1930s photos and wood panelling. 
The result is truly first-class. –– lr
grandistazioni.it

17
First among firsts
JAL and Lufthansa

The world looks brighter 
from seat 1A but even in 
the rarefied world of First 
Class travel some airlines do 
things better than the rest 
(though admittedly our two 
winners were inseparable in 
their merits): Japan Airlines 
(jal) and Lufthansa. 

jal’s suite offers privacy 
in a wood-grain pod with 
a generous seat, a 23-inch 
screen and a mattress 
from Japanese favourite 
Airweave. Lufthansa rates 
for its attention to detail, 
such as good linen and a 
two-metre-long flat bed. 
Travel from Frankfurt and 
there is a dedicated First 
Class terminal with valet 
parking; the limo transfer 
from the terminal straight 
to the plane doesn’t hurt 
either. –– fw
lufthansa.com; jal.co.jp
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